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The Age of Revolution: 1830 – 1848  (Sub topic-3) 

As conservative regimes tried to consolidate their power, liberalism and nationalism came to 

be increasingly associated with revolution in many regions of Europe such as the Italian and 

German states, the provinces of the Ottoman Empire, Ireland and Poland. 

‘When the France sneezes’, Metternich once remarked, ‘the rest of the Europe catches cold’. 

July Revolution 

 The first upheaval took place in France in July 1830. 

 The Bourbon kings who had been restored to power during the conservative 

reaction after 1815 were now overthrown by liberal revolutionaries who installed 

The July Revolution sparked an uprising in Brussels which led to Belgium 

breaking away from the United Kingdom of the Netherlands 

Greek War of Independences  

 Greece had been part of the Ottoman Empire since the fifteenth century 

 The growth of revolutionary nationalism in Europe sparked off a struggle for 

independence amongst the Greeks which began in 1821 

 Nationalists in Greece got support from other Greeks living in exile and also from 

many West Europeans who had sympathies for ancient Greek culture 

 Poets and artists lauded Greece as the cradle of European civilisation and mobilised 

public opinion to support its struggle against a Muslim empire 

 . The English poet Lord Byron organised funds and later went to fight in the war, 

where he died of fever in 1824 

 Finally, the Treaty of Constantinople of 1832 recognised Greece as an independent 

nation 

The Romantic Imagination and national Feeling 

 The development of nationalism did not come about only through wars and territorial 

expansions. 

 Culture played an important role in creating the idea of the nation: art and poetry, 

stories and music helped express and shape nationalist feeling. 

 Let us look at Romanticism, a culture movement which sought to develop a particular 

form of nationalist sentiments. 

 National feelings were kept alive through music and languages. 

 Karol Kurpinski, celebrated the national struggles through his operas and music, 

turning folk dances like the polonaise and mazurka into nationalist symbols. 

 Language too played an important role in developing nationalist sentiments. 

         Russian language was imposed everywhere. Many members of the clergy in Poland 

      began to use language as a weapon of national resistance. As a result, a large number  

      of priests and bishops were put in jail or sent to Siberia by the Russian authorities as  

       punishment for their refusal to preach in Russians 

 Other Romantics such as the German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-

1803) claimed that true German culture was to be discovered among the common 

people 

. 
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Hunger, Hardship and Popular Revolt 

The 1830s were years of great economic hardship in Europe. 

 The first half of the nineteenth century saw an enormous increase in population. 

 In most countries there were more seekers of jobs than employment. 

 Population from rural areas migrated to the cities to live in overcrowded slum. 

 Food shortage and widespread unemployment brought the population of Paris out on 

the roads. 

 National Assembly proclaimed a republic, granted suffrage to all adult males above 

21, and guaranteed the right to work. 

Earlier, in 1845, weavers in Silesia had lead a revolt against contractors who supplied them 

raw material and gave them orders for finished textile. 

 On 4 June at 2 p.m. a large crowd of weavers emerged from their homes and marched 

in pairs up to the mansion of their contractors demanding higher wages. 

 The contractors fled with his family to a neighbouring village which, however, 

refused to shelter such a person. He returned 24 hours later having requisitioned the 

army. In the exchange that followed, eleven weavers were shot. 

 

1848: The Revolution of the Liberals The poor, unemployment and starving peasants and 

workers in many European countries in the years 1848, a revolution led by the educated 

middle classes was under way. 

 Men and women of the liberal middle classes combined their demands for 

constitutionalism with national unification. 

Frankfurt Assembly and its Reasons for failure  

 On 18May 1848, 831 elected representatives marched in a festive procession to take 

      their places in the Frankfurt parliament convened in the Church of St Paul 

 They drafted a constitution for a German nation to be headed by a monarchy subject 

to a parliament. 

 Wilhelm IV, King of Prussia, rejected it and joined other monarchs to oppose the 

elected assembly. 

 While the opposition of the aristocracy and military became stronger, the social basis 

of parliament eroded. 

 The issue of extending political rights to women was a controversial one within the 

liberal movement. 

 Women had formed their own political associations, founded newspaper and taken 

part in political meeting and demonstrations. 

 Women were admitted only as observers to stand in the visitors’ gallery. 

 Monarchs were beginning to realize that the cycles if revolution and repression could 

be ended by granting concessions to the liberal-nationalist revolutionaries 

   

 

                                  Making of Germany, Italy and United Kingdom  (Sub topic -4) 

The Making of German and Italy 

 Germany was group of small states before its unification. 

 The liberal initiative to Nation building failed and was taken over by Prussian empire. 

Otto von Bismarck was the chief architect in German Unification. 

 He led three wars against Austria, Denmark and France which ended in Prussian 

victory. In 1871 Prussian 



The Schram Academy 

Social science Notes 

Nationalism in Europe  (Part-2) 

Class: X 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________
CLASS: X SOCIAL SCIENCE NOTES                                 PREPARED BY MS.BINDU                              PAGE 3 
 

 King William I, was declared German Emperor. 

 The nation-building process in Germany had demonstrated the dominance of Prussian 

state power. 

 The new state placed a strong emphasis on modernising the currency, banking, legal 

and judicial systems in Germany. 

Italy Unified 

 Italians were scattered over several dynastic states as well as the multi-national 

Habsburg Empire. 

 Italy was divided into seven states, of which only one, Sardinia-Piedmont, was ruled 

by an Italian princely house 

 . The north was under Austrian Habsburgs, the centre was ruled by the Pope  

 The southern regions were under the domination of the Bourbon kings of Spain 

 During the 1830s, Giuseppe Mazzini had sought to put together a coherent 

programme for a unitary Italian Republic. 

  Sardinia-Piedmont under its ruler King Victor Emmanuel II to unify the Italian states 

through war 

 Chief Minister Cavour who led the movement to unify the regions of Italy. He spoke 

French much better than he did Italian. Through a tactful diplomatic alliance with 

France engineered by Cavour, Sardinia-Piedmont succeeded in defeating the Austrian 

forces in 1859. 

 Apart from regular troops, a large number of armed volunteers under the leadership of 

Giuseppe Garibaldi joined the fray . In 1860, they marched into South Italy and the 

Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and succeeded in winning the support of the local 

peasants in order to drive out the Spanish rulers. 

 . In 1861 Victor Emmanuel II was proclaimed king of united Italy. 

 

The strange case of Britain 

 The model of the nation or the nation-state, some scholars have argued, is Great 

Britain. 

 It was the result of a long-drawn-out process. 

 There was no British nation prior to the eighteenth century. 

 ‘United Kingdom of great Britain’ meant, in effect, that England was able to impose 

its influence on Scotland. 

 The British parliament was henceforth dominated by its English members. 

 Ireland was forcibly incorporated into the United Kingdom in 1801. 

 British flag, the national anthem, the English language – were actively promoted and 

the older nations survived only as subordinate partners on this union. 

 

Visualising the Nation. (Sub Topic -5) 

 Nations were then portrayed as a female figure. 

 The female figures became an allegory of the nation. 

 Christened Marianne, a popular Christian name, which underlined the idea of 

people’s nation. 

 Her characteristics were drawn from those of Liberty and the Republic – the red cap, 

the tricolour, the cockade 

  Statues of Marianne were erected in public squares to remind the public of the 

national symbol of unity and to persuade them to identify with it  
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  Marianne images were marked on coins and stamps. 

  Germania became the allegory of the German nation. 

  In visual representations, Germania wears a crown of oak leaves, as the German oak 

stands for heroism. 

 

Nationalism and Imperialism  (Sub Topic-6) 

 By the quarter of the nineteenth century nationalism no longer retained its 

idealistic liberal-democratic sentiment of the first half of the century, but became 

a narrow creed with limited ends. 

 The most serious source of nationalists tension in Europe after 1871 was the area 

called the Balkans. 

The Balkans was a region of geographical and ethnic variation. 

 Balkan was region of Geographical and ethnic variation comprising of Romania 

Bulgaria, Albania Greece, and Macedonia, Croatia ‘Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Slovenia, Serbia and Montenegro who were all together called slaves. 

 Till the last part of 19th century, this was under Ottoman Empire. The 

disintegration of the Ottoman Empire and emergence of Romantic Nationalism 

made this region a land of conflict. 

 One by one, its European subject nationalities broke away from its control and 

declared independence 

 Balkan nations tried to capture more territories from neighbouring places. 

 It also became a scene of big power rivalry like Russia, Germany, England and 

Austria, Hungary. 

 Ultimately it led to open wars and finally led it to the First World War 


